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The Pastor’s Pen &S

Let Advent Prepare You for Christmas

he First Sunday of Advent will be November 27. Daily Family Devotions for Advent will be availa-
M ble beginning November 13. These booklets will be in the narthex.

This year our devotion booklet is, From Heaven to Manger by Danielle Bean. “The whole family can experience
the joy of anticipation this Advent as the true meaning of the season is emphasized in From Heaven to Manger.
With language clear enough for the whole family to enjoy, Danielle Bean reminds us that our Advent preparations
should center on the arrival of our Savior, rather than only on parties and gifts.”

ULl Make sure you pick up a copy for your family.

Sunday, November 20 - Hanging of the Greens (2-6 p.m.) Thanksgiving Dinner (6 p.m.)
Sunday, November 27 - First Sunday of Advent
Sunday, December 4 - Second Sunday of Advent
Saturday, December 10 - Children’s Christmas Party (11 a.m.)
Sunday, December 11 - Third Sunday of Advent; Choir’s Christmas Cantata;
Kids’ Club Christmas Program and Family Night Supper
Sunday, December 18 - Fourth Sunday of Advent; Contemporary Christmas Service (6:16 p.m.)
Saturday, December 24 - Christmas Eve Candlelight/Communion Service (7:00 p.m.)
Sunday, December 25 - Christmas Day 11 a.m. Worship Service; No Sunday School
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Back in September I wrote a Pen on a devotion that I read from The
Henri Nouwen Society (you still have that newsletter, right?). In it I talked
about the hidden life of Jesus. It was essential for him to “hide himself”
with God from time to time. In those spaces he would be less active and
less harried, not concerned with agendas and schedules. Jesus could get
together with God the Father and just be together for a length of time.

I also said in that Pen that we all need to do the same thing: “We
cannot be on the move all the time. We need to take breaks from time to
time. A quiet breakfast or lunch or both. A moment in the morning or
evening in a solitary corner. Nouwen encourages his readers to be alone
with God and even suggests to be alone with a friend or two (at a coffee
shop, for example) without having to do or plan anything. God is invited in
that space, t0o.”

Now, there is one other thing to talk about, which came from a sub-
sequent devotional from Henri Nouwen. He says, “One of the reasons that
hiddenness is such an important aspect of the spiritual life is that it keeps us
focused on God. In hiddenness we do not receive human acclamation, ad-
miration, support, or encouragement.” That part struck me, because when
we are hidden with God, we are not in the “public eye,” so to speak. We
are not focused on getting ourselves out there to be noticed. We place our-
selves inside with God, who blesses our devotion (look at Matthew 6:6).

Nouwen says that in our society “we are inclined to avoid hidden-
ness. We want to be seen and acknowledged.” We see this all the time on
TV, especially during footballs games (for example) after the player has
scored the touchdown. The celebratory display cries out, “Look at me, look
at me!” People upload videos to YouTube, hoping they might become no-
ticed and rise to the level of being the next favorite channel for millions. I
have come to call Facebook In-Your-Face-Book, because most of the posts
are either about people having great fun in fabulous places (“And you
aren’t here, Ha, Ha”) or about political posts that shame readers to believe a
certain way (“If you don’t Like or Share this, you’re a bad person™).

In our hiddenness we aren’t dependent upon what people know
about us. We don’t have to put our lives unnecessarily on display. All we
need to do is look to God. Just commune with God in an unobtrusive place,
present ourselves as broken people, and receive what we need from God.
Maybe it is acclamation, applause from God for some good work we did.
Maybe it is admiration, approval from God for being faithful in our work
for God’s kingdom. Maybe it is support and encouragement from God that
tells us we can move forward despite the false starts and mishaps.

“In hiddenness we find our true selves,” Henri Nouwen says. We
discover who we are and whose we are. After a time, we can go from those
hidden spaces to more public spaces with renewed energy and purpose. We
go knowing that God goes with us. We stay focused on God, doing won-
derful things for God.

Peace in Christ,
Rev. Dr. John



Praver Requests

Bevil, Jo Bevil, David Bradley, Allie Brandon, Paula Brantley, Mary Bridges, Allene Brown, Susan

Brown, Mary Butler, Rey Cabayan, Grace Cabrera, Thomas Chukwura, Betty Colwell, Tanya Costa,

David Dawson, Ilona Dorsey, Lei Eason, Sherrie Esquivel, Jessica Giddens, Robb Haney, Jeannie

Hodges, Charles Hoequist, Jeanine Jenkins & her sister Wanda, Leah Lipps, Noli Luna, Patrice Marsh,

Rev. Elizabeth “Libby” McAilley, Marian Meyer, Rita Moreland, Grandma & Grandpa Moriles,
Breckin Parton, Destiny Perry, John Popovich, Beverly Pruett, Shirley Richardson, Robin Rist, Kenneth Roberts, Sr., Gary Robin-
son, Shanna Robinson, Rose Satkowiak, Linda Souza, Keith Stanley, Margaret Strelsky, Ann Thornton, David Turner, Stuart Up-
dike, James Uri, Eddy Wheeler, Gene & Willis Williams, Terry & Margie Williams, Susan Wolpin. OUR MISSIONARIES: Rev.
Al Tinio & family in the Philippines; Dan & Elizabeth Turk — Mission Haven. OUR MILITARY: Scott Bland - Navy, Virginia;
SPC Kevin Brown, Army—Afghanistan; CPL Jaime Brown, Army, Afghanistan; Jeremy Butler — Marines; Joseph Eason — Iraq,
PFC Najee Hall, Army, CA; Kevin Krebs, AK; SSG Richard Venizelos — Air Force, CO. Our Many College Students.

PRAYING FOR OUR MEMBERS, FAMILIES, & FRIENDS John Henrickson
(requested by Rita Coughlin), Michelle & Tenley Faith Oswalt, Shirley Barnett, Ruth Batchelor, Carol

Presbvterian Women

% PRESBYTERIAN
WOMEN

—

PWCT Meeting, November 6, 12:30 p.m. Libby McNair has the devotion. Mary Ann Moriles has the refreshments.

Dorcas Circle—November 8, 10 a.m. The Dorcas Circle will meet at the church on November 8 at 10:00 a.m. Hostesses:
Betty Janes and Roxie Romine. Devotion: Janis Campbell; Bible Study: Suzanne Lukat .

PW Installation, November 13, 11 a.m.— The installation for our 2017 PW Officers will be during the worship service on
Sunday, November 13. All women are encouraged to be here to support our new slate of officers.

Virginia Dews Circle, November 14, 6:30 p.m.—The Virginia Dews Circle will meet Monday, November 14, 2016 at 6:30
p.m. in the Pacers Classroom. Deborah Venizelos will provide light refreshments and our devotion. Lei Eason will be back to do
the Bible Study. We have missed her and look forward to her lesson.

Morning Glory Circle— November 27, 9:30 a.m. The Morning Glory Circle will continue in their Bible study using the
book, The Armor of God, by Priscilla Shirer. They will discuss The Shield of Faith, and watch the video of The Helmet of Salva-
tion.

November Santa Claus Express - Toothbrush, toothpaste, shampoo, bar soap

Thank You Note

From

Christ.

Vi r g i INwan@to thfokanmg Cheéch

Family for the cards, phone calls, and prayers when I had
my two eye surgeries. A special thank-you to Pastor John
for being with me and praying before each surgery. Love in

Young at Heart Corner

Thanksgiving Luncheon—We will be having
our Thanksgiving luncheon on Wednesday, November
9, 11:00 a.m. in the fellowship hall. Turkey, dress-
ing, and drinks will be provided. Please bring a side
dish or dessert to go with it.

Cedar Hill Blue Grass (Holiday Pro-

gram) - Mark your calendars for Tuesday, Decem-
ber 6. We will see the Cedar Hill Blue Grass Hol-
iday Program at Clayton State University.

Christmas Luncheon - Wednesday, December 14,
12 p.m..—going to Frank’s in Fayetteville

You shall | ove the Lord
and with al/l your soul ,
with all yveki230 stren

Veterans Dinner, November 5, 4:30 p.m. Mark your calendars for:

Veterans Appreciation Dinner, November 5, 4:30

p-m. The Scouts of our church are sponsoring their annual
REmembednut Veterans Appreciation Dinner on Saturday, November 5. The
VETERANS program will begin at 4:30 pm. They would like to invite the

| l I I I I l ’ entire congregation to join them in honoring all of those who

December 11

Cantata - 11 a.m.
FNS Covered Dish - 6 p.m.
Kids’ Club Program - 7 p.m.

have served our country. Please contact Twarna Johnson or
any of our Scouts for more information.

Hanging of the Greens -
November 20, 2-6 p.m. Many

Contemporary Worship—Nov. 13

Praising God. What are you doing Sunday evening,

ngtup o November 13 at 6:16 p.m.? There is nothing better than

our spending your time praising God! If you have been to

_L\Lm one of our evening worship services, then you know

you are in for an evening of praise, inspiration, and

DOLS@ fellowship. If you haven’t been to one of our services
yet, try it out. Tell your friends. Tell your neighbors.

Children’s Church

Childrens’ Church Volunteers Needed.
Have you ever noticed how the children leave right
_ after the children’s sermon? That is so they can have
} a lesson based on the scripture of the day in words
" and ways they can better learn at their age. Volun-
teers are used on a rotational basis to lead the class.

Then I heard the voice of
the Lord saying, “Whom
shall I send, and who will
go for us?” And I said,

“Here am I; send me!”

%, 1If you would like to help (rotation is about once a
a1 month), please contact Linda Lillie at 678-777-2914.

You will be given the scripture and message topic Isaiah 6:8
ahead of time. Thank you for being willing to use your gifts of time and )
service for God’s Kingdom.
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Operation Christmas Child

Blessing of the Boxes, November 13, 11 a.m. We are rounding up our OCC shoe
box ministry.

On November 13, we will have our annual “Blessing of the Boxes” during the morning wor-
ship service. Please bring your box(es) on this day to bring forward to the altar. On the 14th
of this month these shoeboxes will be delivered to the Collection Site in Jonesboro. From
there they will travel all over the world to 109 countries. Samaritan’s Purse is setting their
goal for 11 million boys and girls to receive their Christmas present and learn that God and Jesus loves them in spite of their col-
or, nationality or sex. Perhaps if you send them a picture and your email address, they will thank you for your Christmas box. In
return, their thank you to you will seem like a Christmas present to you from them. Merry Christmas and you can start your toy
collection for 2017 now!

November Family Night Supper, November 20, 6 p.m.

You are invited to our annual Thanksgiving Dinner on Sunday, November 20, 2016, at 6 p.m. Enjoy sharing
stories about your favorite Thanksgiving with your church family. The Turners will cook the turkey, stuffing, and
our favorite chocolate and peach cobblers. Please bring a side dish to share. The elder care groups of Dock Gam-
e mage and James Eason are in charge of bringing tea and drinks. Please indicate how many members of your fam-
B8 ily plan to attend the dinner on the signup sheet in the narthex.
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“Give thanks to the Lord for He is good! His faithful love endures forever.” Psalm 107:1
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